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PRESS RELEASE 
 

CEO of EHL Group announces his departure  
after 11 years in office 

 
Lausanne, 13 December 2021  – After almost 12 years at the helm, the CEO of EHL Group, 
Prof. Michel Rochat, has announced that he will be leaving his position at the end of 2022. 
The Board of Trustees express their gratitude for his visionary leadership and commitment to 
the community and, in turn, Prof. Rochat thanks the Group for the memorable experiences 
and lessons learnt.  

Following Prof. Rochat’s announcement, Chairwoman of 
the Board of Trustees of EHL Group, Dr Carole 
Ackermann, announced: “On behalf of the Board of 
Trustees, I would like to thank Michel Rochat for his great 
professionalism, his daring to cross borders, his constant 
benevolence and his unwavering commitment. He was 
a unifying and visionary business leader, and he will be 
missed.”  

In thanking EHL Group, Prof. Rochat stated: “I have 
profound gratitude for all the experiences that I have 
had at EHL and for the human relationships that have 
enriched my time here.” He goes on to share his learnings 
by saying, “First and foremost, I have learnt that it’s by 
being willing to exchange in a more open and 
empathetic way that we can catalyze inspiration and 
empowerment. This is one of the learnings behind our 
growth, which helped bring the 125 nationalities of our 
student body together in a harmonious way.” 

During Prof. Rochat’s tenure, EHL Group has become the world’s #1 hospitality 
management school (QS World University Rankings), been recognized as the first training 
restaurant with a Michelin star for 3 consecutive years, launched new programs at all levels 
to become an integrated lifelong learning partner, and expanded its campuses globally.  

“Mr Rochat will remain in office to ensure a smooth transition. The succession process has 
been initiated well in advance in order to have full continuity and we are now in the final 
stages. The new CEO will be announced as soon as the nomination is confirmed.” added 
Dr Ackermann.   

Mr Rochat is preparing to adjust his focus to other projects such as his positions as President 
of the Office des Vins Vaudois and Vaud Promotion, as well as other Board positions in 
engineering and services domains.  

As a final comment, Mr Rochat concluded, “Although the Group is more open to the world 
since we started this journey together, EHL still feels like an intimate family. So, while I may 
be moving on, EHL will never leave me.” 

Find here a timeline showing 11 years of positive change during Prof. Rochat’s tenure.  

https://www.ehl.edu/
https://hospitalityinsights.ehl.edu/
https://www.ehlgroup.com/
https://info.ehl.edu/hubfs/Project%2013.12.21/Timeline/A4_Timeline_VFinale_ENG.pdf
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About EHL Group : 
  
EHL Group is the global reference in education, innovation and consulting for the hospitality 
and service sector. 
  
With expertise dating back to 1893, EHL Group now offers a wide range of leading 
educational programs from apprenticeships to master's degrees, as well as professional and 
executive education, on three campuses in Switzerland and Singapore. EHL Group also 
offers consulting and certification services to companies and learning centers around the 
world.  
 
True to its values and committed to building a sustainable world, EHL Group's purpose is to 
provide education, services and working environments that are people-centered and open 
to the world. 
 
www.ehlgroup.com 
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